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ISEF 
NEW International Graduate Fellowships 

Information and Application Form
2017-2018
ISEF MISSION STATEMENT 

ISEF’s mission is to narrow Israel’s socio-economic gap through higher education for gifted students from disadvantaged backgrounds.  Its unique methodology combines scholarship grants with required community service, as well as training in leadership and social awareness.
ISEF'S core values are:
· Education as a means of individual and national development;
· Social awareness and advocacy;
· Pride in ethnic heritage as part of the Israeli culture; and
· Zionism, the commitment to the existence of a Jewish and democratic State.

ISEF was founded in 1977 by Edmond J. Safra z”l, Lily Safra, and Nina Weiner.  The foundation supports Israelis who have completed military or national service. Though originally created by and for Sephardic Jews, today many cultural and ethnic groups in Israeli society who share the foundation’s values are represented in ISEF’s student body.

January 27, 2015
	ISEF International Graduate Fellowships 
Information and Application Form
NEW FELLOWS
2017-2018
Program Overview 
The ISEF Foundation provides grants for outstanding Israeli graduate and postdoctoral students from disadvantaged backgrounds who wish to pursue graduate or postdoctoral programs of study and research at accredited universities, research institutes, or university hospitals in the United States or Europe. This program is open to scholars in all fields of study.

The four main criteria for evaluation of candidates are:
· Academic excellence

· Involvement in community service activities and/or proven leadership capabilities 

· Financial need based on under-privileged socio-economic background.
· Commitment to return to Israel upon completion of study and take up permanent                                          residence there for a minimum of two consecutive years.

The program provides annual grants in partial support of the recipient's studies. Ph.D. grants may be renewed for up to 4 years and postdoctoral grants may be offered for up to 2 years depending on discipline and upon submission of proof of satisfactory progress towards the degree. 

Applicants must arrange their own institutional affiliation. An application may be submitted to ISEF even if the candidate has not completed arrangements with the proposed host institution by the deadline for submission of ISEF applications. However, candidates are required to provide proof of acceptance before payment of the grant.

ISEF receives many applications for these grants.  Please be aware that only the most highly-qualified candidates can be invited for an interview. 

The ISEF Foundation reserves the exclusive right to determine, within the framework of applicable law and regulations, the qualitative standards for the evaluation of applications. The Foundation is not under any obligation to explain its decisions regarding the allocation of Fellowships.

Grant Benefits 

· Financial support towards graduate degree or postdoctoral research, with renewal of support for Ph.D. degree studies of up to a total of 4 years and postdoctoral research for up to 2 years, after which the grant will be offered as a loan. Support may also include one-time grants to help defray the costs of dissertation editing or of presenting papers at professional academic conferences; 

· Pre-departure orientation meeting in Israel; 

· Ongoing personal support throughout the period of residence abroad.  ISEF offers students open access to concerned staff and caring colleagues.  ISEF maintains regular contact with its scholars through email and telephone. Alumni of the program are also available to guide scholars towards successful placement in Israel. ISEF hosts an annual seminar in New York where graduate fellows meet ISEF’s leaders and forge ties with other ISEF graduate fellows in the U.S. and Europe;
       ISEF’s financial assistance is your ticket to lifetime membership in ISEF. Its thousands of alumni form a network of people from similar backgrounds who have surmounted obstacles and achieved success in their chosen fields. ISEF’s alumni provide professional contacts and social reinforcement to new graduates and International Fellows returning home to Israel.  They also serve as critical role models for the next generation of young people in the periphery.
Grant Responsibilities
 
       Your lifetime membership carries an obligation to give back to Israeli society. It is required that  all participants in ISEF’s International Fellows program will become active members of ISEF’s Alumni Organization upon their return to Israel;
·   It is required that all changes to the grantee’s financial and academic status will be shared with ISEF-Israel and ISEF-NY designated contacts. 

 
       The purpose of the ISEF International Fellowship is to train leaders for Israeli society in all walks of life. Over the period of a fellow’s residence abroad, the cumulative total of aid awarded represents a substantial investment made by ISEF to benefit Israeli society.  
Therefore, it is a condition of this fellowship that, upon completion of their degree and/or fellowship, the grantee must return to Israel and take up permanent residence there. Fellows who remain abroad for more than 2 years following the completion of their degree and/or fellowship, will be required to commence repayment of their grant to ISEF in interest-free monthly installments pursuant to the terms of the loan agreement, until such time as repayment is made in full or may elect to participate in the sponsorship of a new ISEF Scholar to satisfy their obligation. All Fellows will be required to complete and hand sign a binding legal agreement (“Loan Agreement”) signifying their understanding and acceptance of these terms. 

Conditions for Eligibility and Disqualification 

· Candidates must be Israeli citizens who have completed service in the IDF or equivalent National Service;
· Candidates must be resident in Israel at the time of application. Scholars who have already begun their graduate study or research are not eligible to apply;
· Prior to activation of the grant, the candidate must give proof of completion of all requirements for receipt of their prior degree; 

· Prior to activation of the grant, the candidate must give proof of acceptance as degree candidate or postdoctoral fellow at a recognized institution in the United States or Europe; 

· Prior to activation of the grant, the candidate must give proof of having obtained adequate financial support for their stay abroad;
· No prior conviction or current indictment for a felony, which may also result in disqualification for grantees. 
· Candidates and fellows must not be involved with anti-Israel or anti-Zionist activism, in Israel or abroad. 
Evaluation criteria

· Academic excellence is the primary criterion;
· Underprivileged background is a prerequisite for being considered for this grant;
· Involvement in community service activities and proven leadership capabilities in such activities are an important evaluation criterion. Academic leadership and research leadership are evaluated as well;
· English language proficiency is an important evaluation criterion, as it is critical to success in studying outside Israel; 
· Preference will be given to candidates who are graduates of ISEF’s scholarship and leadership training programs in Israel;
· Preference will be given to applicants who have not had a substantial prior academic experience outside of Israel; 

· By definition, Israeli scholars studying abroad are ambassadors for their country, and therefore, possession of skills required to promote mutual understanding between the host country and Israel is an important evaluation criterion. 
Conditions of award and renewal  

· ISEF’s grant is given for one year. Renewal of the grant for each subsequent year of the fellow’s stay abroad is dependent upon receipt of an application renewal questionnaire along with written evidence of satisfactory progress towards stated academic goals (transcripts, professors’ letters of progress and recommendation, doctoral thesis proposals, etc.);
· The applicant must provide a hand signed application to be eligible for award.
· The grantee is responsible for making his/her own travel arrangements and securing his/her own visa through the sponsoring academic institution. 

Application Instructions 

All applications must be signed by hand on the final page, scanned and submitted via email to Dena Friedman at dfriedman@isef.org. 
 Important: All materials must be in English unless otherwise specified. 

The final date for submission of applications is February 28, 2017. Late applications will not be accepted. 
Each set of materials must include:

1. ISEF International Graduate Fellowship Application Form;

2. Photo. A recent color photo of yourself (passport style), please do not staple;
3. Academic Documentation for previous year: Copies of previous and/or current  transcripts, diplomas and awards (may be in Hebrew);

4. Curriculum Vitae detailing education (universities attended and degrees held), teaching experience, publications, other professional activities (workshops, seminars, conference papers), honors, awards, and fellowships.  Also describe in detail any relevant work and volunteer experience; 

5. Project Statement: A short abstract of your future research agenda, or a copy of your Ph.D. or postdoctoral research proposal (where applicable);

6. Academic Writing Sample: Submit one publication or seminar paper that exemplifies your best academic work (may be in Hebrew);

7. Personal Statement: An autobiographical statement detailing your family background, your schooling, your life experience thus far, and your future aspirations (500 to 750 words). 

8. Academic Recommendation Letters. Two letters of recommendation, written in English on institutional letterhead paper, should be received by the ISEF Foundation in New York before the final date for submission of applications. All recommendation letters must be sent directly by the recommender to the ISEF Foundation office in New York.  

a. Letters must be written by persons qualified to evaluate the applicant’s work and with whom s/he has studied in her/his academic field; 

b. It is the applicant's responsibility to ensure that all references are submitted by the deadline so that his/her application may be properly processed.  (ISEF recommends that candidates provide recommenders with stamped mailing envelopes addressed to ISEF’s office in New York);  

c. Faxed references will also be accepted, but please be sure to have the recommender mail the original thereafter to the ISEF office.
9. Community Service References. In the application form, applicants are asked to provide information on their involvement in community service organizations/programs. A responsible official of each organization/program reported should be requested to send ISEF’s Tel Aviv office a note, on official letterhead paper, describing and evaluating the applicant's contribution to the organization/program.
                  ISEF

10 Karlibach Street 

Tel-Aviv 67132

ISRAEL

http://www.isef.org.il
a. If possible, the letters should be prepared in English. Where letters are submitted in another language, they must be accompanied by a translation to English;
b. Faxed notes will be accepted. It is the applicant's responsibility to ensure that all letters from community service organizations/programs are submitted by the deadline so that his/her application may be properly processed. 

10. University Acceptance Letter or Correspondence. Applicants must submit documentary evidence of acceptance by an accredited university or research institute. It is not necessary to have a firm acceptance and evidence of financial support at the time of submitting the application, but please do submit, with both copies of your application, any relevant correspondence from the institution where you intend to study. 

Preparing a successful application

DOs 
PROJECT STATEMENT:
· The project statement is one of the most important indicators of academic excellence. Scholars with the most compelling, well-written, and clear proposals have a better chance to receive awards. Take note of the following points in preparing your statement:

· Be concise – please keep statement to between 500 and 750 words;
· Please begin your project statement with a one paragraph abstract of your intended study;
· Clearly define your objectives and the methodology you will employ. Indicate whether you will use interviews, library research, medical/surgical practice, or laboratory experiments to accomplish your project;
· Study at international universities is extremely costly compared to study at Israeli research universities. Therefore, please explain why a period of study abroad is necessary for your project, rather than pursuing your objectives in Israel. Comment, if applicable, on the need to use specific facilities or collections in your intended host country, or compare those opportunities with opportunities and resources available for your project in Israel; 

· Describe arrangements you have made, if any, for institutional affiliation or collaboration with specific researchers. Please secure a letter of invitation or acceptance from your intended host institution testifying to the merits and feasibility of the proposal. If you have an institutional preference but as yet no letter of acceptance, explain the reasons for your preference of that institution;
· Discuss how long you believe you will need to stay abroad to complete your project and explain how you plan to complete all your aims in that time frame; 

· Discuss how your qualifications match the project statement. Show how you have prepared yourself to accomplish what you are proposing to do. 
DOs 
PERSONAL STATEMENT:

· Discuss the expected results of your participation in the ISEF International Fellows program. What is likely to be the impact of your experience abroad? How will your project benefit Israeli society? How will it contribute to international understanding or the advancement of scholarship? How will you use what you learned, the experience you have gained and your new understanding of your host country upon your return to Israel? 
DOs 
GENERAL:
· Treat the application as a single unit, with all parts reinforcing the case being made in the project statement. There should be a clear, logically ordered flow: the candidate's capabilities are listed in the application, further documented in the Curriculum Vitae, and confirmed in academic and community service references; 

· Choose your recommenders carefully. Only those who are well acquainted with the applicant's qualifications should be asked for references. A pro-forma letter from a well-known scholar, a contact abroad, or a prominent government official will carry less weight than a realistic assessment of the candidate's abilities from someone who knows the candidate and his/her work well; 

· Contact those from whom you are requesting references early, so as to guarantee timely submission of letters of recommendation; 

· Please make sure we know which is your last (family) name, by underlining it in your application.  When specifying dates, please use the name of the month rather than a number;
· Make sure to adhere to the page limit of the project statement (500 to 750 words);
· Use straightforward language that can be easily understood by those in other disciplines; 
· Be specific. Preference will be given to those applicants who demonstrate a clear understanding of their purpose in seeking to earn a degree or do research abroad;  

· Remember to place your individual goals in the context of ISEF’s larger mission to narrow the social and economic gaps in Israeli society and promote greater equality of opportunity for all. Be sure to indicate how you feel you can contribute to advancing this goal both in your work and in your future career aspirations.



	
	

	ISEF International Fellowships
Timetable for 2016/2017
Deadline for Application Submission
February 28, 2017
Academic Advisors and Committee Review of Applications
March/April 2017
Candidates Notified of Decisions
March/April 2017
Award  Installments
August 2017 / February 2018
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Application Form

ISEF International Graduate Fellowship
NEW FELLOWS
 2017-2018
 (Use 10-point or larger type, and do not hand write. Answers must fit in the space provided
1.
Title (check one):  Dr.  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Mr.  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Mrs.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ms.  FORMCHECKBOX 
        
2.
Gender:    Male    FORMCHECKBOX 
    Female  FORMCHECKBOX 
   


3.
Family name:      


  First:      

  Middle:      
4.
Country(ies) of citizenship:      
5.
Date of completion of IDF or National Service:         Combat veteran   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

   No  FORMCHECKBOX 

6.
Do you have U.S. permanent residency (for example, a green card)?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
     No   FORMCHECKBOX 

7.
Date of birth:       
8.
Place of birth:                   9. Date of aliyah (if applicable):            



         











month, day, year





































city, country


10.   Mother’s place of birth and date of aliyah (if applicable):

11.  Father’s place of birth and date of aliyah (if applicable):

12.
Your current position or student status at time of application:      





     

title of current position

or student status, and month/year when you started work or study

Department/office, institution (complete mailing address, telephone, fax and e-mail):
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     

	     

 FORMTEXT 
     

	     

 FORMTEXT 
     

	     

 FORMTEXT 
     


13.
Academic credentials (degrees—list three highest degrees):

	Name/Location of Institution
	Field of Study
	Name of Diploma/Degree
	Date Received

	     

	     
	     
	     

	     

	     
	     
	     

	     

	     
	     
	     


14.
Significant professional accomplishments, honors and awards and up to three omit publications:

	         




15.  Are you currently, or have you ever been, an ISEF Scholar? If yes, please provide details (years you     have been with ISEF, any leadership positions held within the organization).  Please also include the name        of the manager of the ISEF unit on your campus:
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     



16. How did you hear about ISEF? 
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     



program/professional information
17. Name of institution / University accepted to: 

18. Degree you are currently pursuing: 

19. Year of Study within degree you are pursuing during 2017-2018 academic year:
20. Your project title:
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     


21.  One-sentence summary of proposed study or research activity:

22.
Number of months or years required for this project:      

Important Dates (month/year) a. Date you arrived abroad:      


     b. Date you began your studies / project:      


     c. Date you expect to complete your degree / research and return to Israel:      
23.  Major academic discipline:      
24.  Specialization(s) (list subfield(s) within the academic discipline)
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     


25.
Professional travel or residence abroad during past five years (list countries, dates and purpose of activity):

	     

 FORMTEXT 
     


26. Have you ever worked as a research or teaching assistant. If so, For whom? Where? Describe the experience.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

27. Cultural, educational and professional organizations (if any) of which you are a member:

	     

 FORMTEXT 
     


28.
Names of recommenders: (List the name, title, mailing and e-mail addresses and telephone and fax numbers of the two persons from whom you have requested letters of recommendation. These colleagues should know your work well.)


(1) 

	     

	     

	     




(2) 

	     

	     

	     


29.
English proficiency (excellent, good or fair):


Reading:           Writing:            Speaking:      



List any other languages in which you are proficient besides Hebrew and English:
INSTitutional affiliation 
30.
Preferred host institution(s): (If you have made arrangements for affiliation with a host institution, provide the following information and attach your letter of acceptance. If you have not yet been accepted into a program, you are strongly encouraged to identify your preferences in order of priority. Be sure to give reasons for each choice, and confirm that these universities offer programs in your field of interest.) 

	(1) Professor, Department, Telephone, Fax and E-mail

Institution and Address
     
     



     
     



     

 FORMTEXT 
     
Is a letter of acceptance attached?  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 
  


If you have not obtained a letter of acceptance, list your reasons for wishing to study here:
     
     



     
     



Letter of acceptance expected:  FORMCHECKBOX 
          No contact has been made:  FORMCHECKBOX 


	(2) Professor, Department, Telephone, Fax and E-mail

Institution and Address
     
     
     
     
Is a letter of acceptance attached?  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 
  


If you have not obtained a letter of acceptance, list your reasons for wishing to study here:

     
     



     
     



Letter of acceptance expected:  FORMCHECKBOX 
          No contact has been made:  FORMCHECKBOX 


	(3) Professor, Department, Telephone, Fax and E-mail

Institution and Address
     
     
     
     
Is a letter of acceptance attached?  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 
  

If you have not obtained a letter of acceptance, list your reasons for wishing to study here:
     
     



     
     



Letter of acceptance expected:  FORMCHECKBOX 
          No contact has been made:  FORMCHECKBOX 




personal information 



31.
Home mailing address, telephone, fax, cell phone and e-mail:

	     

	     

	     

	     


32.
Name, mailing address, telephone and fax numbers and e-mail address of your parents or other person (please note the relationship) to be notified in case of emergency:

	     

	     

	     

	     



33.
Marital Status:  
Married     FORMCHECKBOX 

 Single     FORMCHECKBOX 
  (if divorced or widowed, select ‘single’)
34. Names of dependents who will accompany you for your grant period. List each separately, and provide their relationship to you, date and place of birth, and duration of stay (includes spouse and any unmarried children under the age of 21):


Name





























Relationship            Date of Birth 


   
Place of Birth
     
Length of stay





Occupation



	     
	     
	     
	
	     
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


35. Financial Information:

Please list your anticipated TOTAL ANNUAL EXPENSES AND ANNUAL INCOME IN US DOLLARS for the year in which you are applying (DO NOT LIST EXPENSES OR INCOME ON A MONTHLY BASIS).  Include all income and expenses; be as DETAILED AND ACCURATE AS POSSIBLE. 
Please be sure to attach official documentation regarding: university tuition costs, housing, health insurance, and other fees. Please provide University Web Site link. Also attach documentation regarding university fellowships and other scholarships and grants you have secured and are due to receive. You must inform the ISEF administration of ANY other scholarships and grants you receive, even after your application is submitted.
ANNUAL EXPENSES


ANNUAL INCOME
Tuition________________________

Paid Employment____________________

Univ. Fees_____________________

Spouse’s Employment________________

Housing_______________________

Aid from Family_____________________

Food__________________________
Savings, Loans______________________

Health Ins.______________________
University Fellowships _______________

Travel Exp._____________________
Other scholarships___________________

Other Exp.______________________
Other income _______________________
TOTAL_________________________




























TOTAL____________________________
36. Have you been arrested for, indicted for, charged with, or convicted of a felony or misdemeanor (excluding minor traffic violations)?  Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 
   If yes, explain:

	37.

	Community Service Activities



	
	Are you currently active as a volunteer, or have you taken part as a volunteer during the last 6 years, in a

	
	community service program or professional activities?

	
	Yes
	
	No
	

	
	


	
	If yes:


	
	1)

	Name of organization/program:
	

	
	Address:

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Period of activity:

	from
	
	(year) to
	
	(year)

	
	

	
	Describe briefly the organization /program and your role in it, including leadership activities:


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	
	Do you/did you receive payment of more than NIS 500/month for your activity in the organization/program


	
	

	Yes
	
	No
	

	
	


	
	2)

	Name of organization/program:
	

	
	Address:

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Period of activity:

	from
	
	(year) to
	
	(year)

	
	


	
	Describe briefly the organization /program and your role in it, including leadership activities:


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	
	Do you/did you receive payment of more than NIS 500/month for your activity in the organization/program?


	
	

	Yes
	
	No
	


	
	· A responsible official of each organization/program noted here should be requested to send to ISEF’s office in New York a note, on official letterhead paper, describing and evaluating your contribution to the organization/program. Notes which are not in English must be accompanied by a translation to English.  Notes may be faxed.

	
	


	38.
	Discuss your vision for how you will give back to the Israeli community and to ISEF in the future (attach separate sheet) :


	
	


	
	



39. 

   What do you believe is the most important social problem in Israel today? Please respond in 2 or more                                              

           paragraphs (attach separate sheet). 
	     


	40.
	Family Background

	
	

	
	Parents

	
	Father’s Name:_______________

Mother’s Name:_______________
Parents’ place of residence (village/town/city):
	

	
	Number of rooms in parents’ apartment/house:
	

	
	Number of individuals living in the parents’ home including the parents themselves:
	

	
	

	
	Parents’ education:

	
	
	Father
	
	Years of education, 
	

	
	
	
	
	Degrees if any
	

	
	
	Mother
	
	Years of education,
	

	
	
	
	
	Degrees if any
	

	
	

	
	Parents’ occupations (if retired, disabled or deceased, please indicate former occupation):

	
	Father
	
	

	
	Mother
	
	

	
	

	
	Siblings

	
	Total  number of brothers and sisters (excluding applicant):
	
	

	
	Age of siblings:
	
	

	
	Occupation of siblings:
	
	

	
	(attach extra sheet if more room is required)


41.    Your Israeli ID Number:
                                                
By my handwritten signature below, I certify that to the best of my knowledge, the information provided in all parts of my application is accurate and complete. I understand that final approval of my application is dependent upon my admission to a recognized institution of higher education or research institute. I AGREE to return to Israel upon the expiration of my authorized stay abroad, and to repay my grant in accordance with the schedule outlined above if I fail to return to Israel for any reason within 24 months of completion or cessation of study.

Signature:      







                                                                                               Date:     
Applications with typed signatures will not be considered. [image: image3][image: image4][image: image5]















